




















Don Lawson 
Ythanbrae Angus 
Yea VIC 
 
The Johne’s review continues at great expenses so that those responsible can say we have consulted 
industry, 
 
Unfortunately those responsible for precipitating the review, Cattle Council and Animal Health Australia, have 
failed to submit appropriate presentations. Importantly they have failed to explain the behaviour of the 
organism in layman’s language to their constituency. Keeping their constituency informed is clearly one of 
their important roles, and their failure in this important area raises serious questions about the standard of 
advice they have been receiving and disseminating. 
 
They have failed to inform stakeholders that the disease has two phases. The first being an infection phase 
where the organism resides inside the cell; in layman’s terms in this phase it is inert and basically impossible 
to detect. In a healthy animal in the infection phase the infection may remain inert for the lifetime of the 
animal. 
 
The second phase occurs when the animals’ immune system is run down and the organism changes shape 
and becomes the disease phase. In this phase it is very slow growing and sheds intermittently so the faeces 
test is unreliable. Testing can produce a positive response one week and a negative response the following 
week from the same animal. 
 
Unfortunately industry, backed by government veterinarians particularly those in the old Victorian 
Department of Agriculture, have established the discredited eradication program and an attempted control 
policy when there is no reliable test or cure.  
 
The focus should be on assisting industry to manage the disease as it does with a number of other diseases. 
To do this industry needs a freely available vaccine and management programs that encourages a reduction 
in the age structure of beef cattle herds, reticulated water systems and, in the case of the dairy industry, bird 
proofing calf feeding. 
 
Animal Health Australia has also failed as the managers of the MAP program. They have failed to address 
the fact that only around 460 seed-stock herds out of a potential 10,000 are actively involved in the program, 
and why participating herds continue to drop out. Furthermore those believing that they are contributing to 
the industry by remaining in the MAP are being destroyed without compensation if they are found, by 
unreliable tests, to have animals with either the BJD strain or OJD strain. 
 
I am very angry to be told by the VFF/ CCA and AHA that the MAP is a voluntary program. It is not. We have 
an extraordinary situation where we expect diseases to respect state borders, and if cattle are to be traded 
interstate it is compulsory for those operations to participate in the MAP. Under the current arrangements it is 
much easier to export than it is to trade within Australia.  
 
I was concerned to learn at the Perth meeting that there has not been any testing in Western Australia for 
twelve years and they claim to be JD Free when OJD is endemic.  
 
I was also concerned to learn that the Western Australia program was being supported by seed-stock 
breeders who want to stop Western Australian commercial breeders from accessing genetics from interstate. 
 
It is time to acknowledge that the JD policy has been a total failure. It has resulted in many rural families 
having to cope with substantial financial loss resulting in anxiety, depression and suicide. It is reliably 
estimated that suicides partially attributable to the failed MAP could be between 30 and 60. There is plenty of 
evidence to suggest that the entire JD fiasco should be the subject of a Royal Commission.   
 
In the meantime the Johne’s review rolls on at great expense. This expense can only be justified if the review 
recommends comprehensive and sensible changes to the management of JD that ensure the industry will be 
able to freely trade cattle throughout the country. 
 
I am also very concerned to learn that the red herring of Crohn’s Disease is being dragged back into the 
discussion despite the fact that there is absolutely no evidence of any relationship between Crohn’s and 
Johne’s. Any mention of Crohn’s in any literature referring to the management of Johne’s disease can only 
do untold harm to the cattle industry. 
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